
Now that the State passed this legislation we need to make a decision, how many District 

and/or At Large?  I am leaning towards 20 District and 0 At Large. 

 

Originally the At Large were created to keep out the minority vote, and it took 36 years until 

were were able to get a person of color At Large. 

 

Now it is a different kind of misrepresentation, one that favors the wealthiest area of our 

county. At Large, with all four coming from the South West Quadrant, we become a city of 

the “haves” getting a larger representation than the “have nots.”   

 

With 20 CMs we would have 35,000 constituents each, the same number CM O’Connell’s 

District 19 has grown to today.  To have less than that would more than double our district 

population, and continue the lack of equity in representation to our districts.   

 

Additionally, having At Large weakens the District CMs vote, and increases the strength of 

the Mayor’s office, as the Mayor calls on them for District-wide initiatives.  We as a body 

voted down a proposed Rules change earlier this term that would allow At Large Members 

to help make quorum on any committee, because we did not feel like their voices were any 

more important than our own.  

 

CMs O’Connell and Young have served two years each as the Council representative on the 

Traffic and Parking Commission.  CMs Murphy and Withers have served two years each as 

the Council representative on the Planning Commission.  CMs Toombs and Rhoten have 

handled two years of the budget between them.  We as a body have proven that District 

CMs can and do accomplish countywide initiatives. 

 

For me to be inclined for At Large, I would need to see an At Large East and an At Large 

West.  My district is fairly well balanced with 25% Hispanic, 35% White, 37% Black, and 3% 

other.  However it is the 4th lowest in terms of socioeconomic status, and it my job to try 

and give my district an equal voice. 

 

I hope we can make this decision swiftly and get back to the business of serving our 

constituents. 

 

TTFN, 

 

Tonya Hancock 

Metro Nashville Councilor - District 9 
 


